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Abstract
New Developments and Techniques in Educational Assessment
New developments and techniques in the field of educational assessment
continue to propagate at an incredible rate. Computer information technology has
played a key role in changing the overall educational assessment landscape.
This technology is used to administer different types and formats of
assessments, for the tailoring of assessments to individual examinees, for the
automated scoring of items, for the automated scoring of essays and constructed
responses, for the automated evaluation of speech, for the automated
development, assembly and banking of new items, and for the development of
new algorithms and models to be used in these various assessment applications.
Indeed, it is hard to imagine anyone these days who has not had to deal with at
least one of these new technological innovations. Some scholars have described
these technological innovations as “providing the greatest promise for furthering
…knowledge”, and as “perhaps the most important and influential… revolution to
have occurred...” Unfortunately, the connection between many of these
innovations and practice is not always apparent.
This talk will provide an overview of selected educational assessment advances
and highlight the link between technological innovation and practice. The talk will
also discuss various methodological misunderstandings concerning these
innovations that clearly warrant careful consideration in terms of their potential
political, economic, and even social ramifications.

