2018 AEA-Europe Annual Conference, Arnhem-Nijmegen
Building Bridges to Future Educational Assessment

Call and instructions for submissions
The submission of proposals for the 2018 Association for Educational Assessment-Europe
annual conference is now open. This document includes the conference theme and describes
the different submission formats and how to make a submission. Submissions will be made
through EasyAcademia at: https://www.easyacademia.org/aea2018
This link to the submission page can also be found on the AEA-Europe website
https://www.aea-europe.net/conferences/19th-annual-conference/
Please read the guidelines carefully before uploading your proposal(s) to EasyAcademia.

Scientific Programme Committee
Sarah Maughan, Co-Chair, AEA-Europe member, AlphaPlus, UK
Stuart Shaw, Co-Chair, AEA-Europe member, Cambridge Assessment, UK
Frans Kleintjes, Cito, The Netherlands
Theo Eggen, Cito, The Netherlands
Iasonas Lamprianou, University of Cyprus, Cyprus (AEA-Europe Council Member)
Filomena Araújo, Assistant Professor of Educational Assessment, University of Lisbon
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Theme:
Building Bridges to Future Educational Assessment
The theme for the 19th AEA-Europe Conference focusses on the manner in which
professionals in educational assessment are adapting their work to the changing role of
assessment in society and are informing these changes in the role of assessment. There is a
considerable range of assessment experience found in institutes responsible for educational
measurement as well as among the professionals working within these institutes and beyond
(such as universities, government departments, etc.). These differences can be found in roles,
in tradition, in type of tests or exams and in mode of delivery. Some institutes already have a
long-standing tradition in the development of assessments, others have yet to start. Some are
examining bodies, responsible for exam construction and administration, while others
produce summative standardized tests for the teaching community. Some institutes create
formative assessments, others carry out research in support of educational measurement.
Some institutes have a long history of test development and have ventured to digitalize their
paper-based assessments in order to improve efficiency, while others are only starting to
venture into the digital world.
One thing they all have in common is: the ambition to serve education with assessment
instruments fit for purpose and of high quality in an ever-changing environment, whilst at the
same time anticipating future demands that will be put upon assessment.
What might be the main features of this future assessment? And how can we adequately
prepare for future assessment – both contexts and types?
Looking around the educational assessment world we observe a number of trends, which we
may expect to have an impact on any future educational assessment.
- the growing role of assessment to support learning;
- the significant increase of computer based and multimedia-based learning and
assessment environments
- the trend towards the use of more personalized IT-based learning (and assessment)
environments
- the shift away from knowledge transfer towards learning strategies aimed at more
generic skills, such as 21st century skills and global competence
- the role of international comparative assessments such as PISA, TIMSS and PIRLS in
this process of change.
How do institutes for educational assessment and their professionals cope with the changing
demands of society and of learning context? Solutions that are offered at this point in time
are very much based on the current position of institutes and individuals and may therefore
become less applicable or less fit for purpose. How can we bridge the gaps between the
current situation and the demands of future assessment? We believe that in view of the
different backgrounds of the institutes and the experts, it is worthwhile looking at the
similarities in the approaches.
Development of educational assessment takes place along different dimensions: content,
skills, psychometrics and technology; technology especially has drawn a fair amount of
attention over the last decade. It appears that the role of technology is growing to a level of
such complexity that we have to join forces to meet the challenges of future assessment.
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Technological developments lead to expectations regarding the use of Information
Technology (IT) in assessment, such as delivery on different types of devices, adaptivity and
instant feedback. Assessment institutes realize more and more that technology is an area of
expertise in its own right. Many organizations have gained this insight after first having spent
time and resources developing assessment technology for themselves. At the other end of the
spectrum, IT companies have started to provide platforms to deliver digital assessments. They
however require input from both content and psychometric experts in educational
measurement to be able to support or create valid digital assessments.
This conference welcomes proposals that address the conference theme in the widest sense:
we would like you to share contributions that show how you can bridge your current
assessments to the demands of future assessments.
Subthemes
The 19th Annual AEA-Europe conference welcomes presentations from delegates on these
and related issues and debates. Possible topics that delegates might also wish to consider,
within the Conference theme, include (please note that the groupings and list are not
definitive – all contextual explorations of the conference theme are welcome):
Assessment and policy contexts
• The transferability and utility of qualifications across different jurisdictions
• Tensions between teacher assessment and external examinations
• The politics of external and school-based assessment
• The social responsibility of test developers and policy agents
• The relationships between educational assessment and changing systems of
governance
• The impact of legislation on educational assessment
• The global reach of assessment in international policy decisions
• Cross-country comparisons of educational reform and associated assessment
approaches
• The impact of the implementation of technology in assessment at the national/system
level
Assessment and theoretical contexts
• Technological and psychometric innovations in assessment
• New assessment formats and/or platforms
• Developments in theory and practice of formative assessment
• Links between theories of learning and assessment
• Evidence-based policy making in assessment
• Critical approaches in educational assessment
• Validity issues in educational assessment generally and in e-assessment specifically
• Fairness and equality in educational assessment
• Assessment for citizenship and global understandings
• Social and political underpinnings of vocational assessment
Assessment and institutional contexts
• Trust in teacher assessment
• Teachers’ use of technology in assessment
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•
•
•
•

Teachers and/or students as stakeholders in the development of new assessment
systems
School-based assessment data and its use in monitoring and supporting learning
Tensions between assessment for learning and accountability
Assessment of creativity, creative subjects and the arts

Your submission should clearly and explicitly relate to the conference theme.

Submission Formats
The AEA-E conference comprises keynote addresses, open paper presentations, discussion
groups, symposia and poster presentation For 2018 we are introducing a new session format
****Ignite Presentation*** Details of this new type of type of presentation are given below.
We will welcome submissions for this new type of session and all other formats, except the
keynote addresses which are by invitation only.
This call is also for proposals to lead a Pre-Conference Workshop. These workshops are held
on the day before the conference and we usually hold several of these – so submissions for
these workshops are also welcome.
You might propose one or more of the following:
•

Pre-conference workshop: Closing date 19th March (note that the submission date for
workshops is earlier than for other proposals).

•
•
•
•
•

Ignite Presentation: Closing date for submissions 30th April
Paper presentation: Closing date for submissions 30th April.
Discussion group: Closing date for submissions 30th April.
Poster presentation: Closing date for submissions 30th April.
Symposium: Closing date for submissions 30th April.

For each submission, please follow the instructions below. Please note that, although you may
submit several proposals:
(i)
(ii)

your name can only appear a maximum of four times across the conference
programme
your name can only appear once as lead person for any given format – for example,
you can only be lead author for one paper presentation.

Pre-conference workshops (submission deadline 19th March 2018)
On the day preceding the conference a number of optional pre-conference workshops are run
for conference attendees. A participation fee is payable, to cover the cost of rooms, facilities,
coffee/tea, lunch and some presenter expenses.
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The proposal should consist of a short abstract (maximum 200 words) and a long abstract
(maximum 600 words). The short abstract should be written without references, while at least
one reference should be given for the long abstract. The proposal should consist of a short
presentation of the aim of the workshop, a description of required previous knowledge, and the
target audience. The proposal should also indicate a good balance of professional input from
the workshop leaders and time for input and discussion by the participants.
Please do also complete the form in Appendix A and upload this together with your submission.
The proposal should be written in Times Roman 12, 1.5 line spacing. Use bold for headings
and underline the name of the main organizer(s).
Pre-conference proposals are reviewed by the Scientific Programme Committee in cooperation
with the Professional Development Committee.
A maximum of two organisers/presenters for each workshop can be reimbursed for one night
of accommodation and, in addition, receive a gift certificate of 50 Euro.

Ignite Presentation (submission deadline 30th April 2018)
This year we are seeking proposals for Ignite presentations. An ignite presentation – also
known as ‘pecha kucha’ - is a high energy and innovative way to present content in a quick
and concise format. Twenty slides automatically advance at 15-second intervals for a total
presentation time of five minutes in length. You will also be allotted an additional 5 minutes
for Q&A following your presentation. Ignite presentations should include innovative ideas or
approaches in the field of educational assessment or best practices in testing applications.
To propose an ignite presentation, please describe what you wish to share with the audience
and describe this in 150 words (maximum). If you choose this option you will be asked to
upload a separate proposal for an individual oral presentation in the Ignite format.
For more inspiration about this format, you might want to visit the following websites:
https://www.pechakucha.org
http://sixminutes.dlugan.com/ignite-presentations
An example of an abstract for ignite presentation proposal:

Assessing 21st Century Skills: Practical Considerations and Approaches
21st century skills are increasingly important for success in our rapidly changing, digital society.
These skills include, for example, digital literacy, creativity, problem solving and cooperation. They
differ from traditional academic skills, since they are not primarily content knowledge based, which
makes it particularly hard to assess 21st century skills using traditional types of assessment. In the
field of educational measurement, the question arises how assessments for 21st century skills should
be designed.
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This presentation will focus on practical considerations and approaches for assessing digital literacy,
which has to do with how individuals access, understand, communicate and create digital content,
and use digital devices, tools and applications. First, we will introduce the challenges in assessing
21st century skills. Then, we will elaborate on the particular characteristics of digital literacy.
Finally, we will illustrate how an eye-tracking device can be used to support validity research of a
digital literacy assessment.

In order to make such an ignite session successful, AEA-Europe will provide some coaching
and rehearsal/testing opportunity before and during the actual session. The AEA-Europe
conference programme will allocate a single block of one hour (maximum time) to a series of
ignite sessions, concluded with some plenary time in which all participants can exchange
Q+A with the presenters.
The 150 word proposal should be written in Times Roman 12, 1.5 line spacing. Use bold for
headings and underline the name of the main organizer(s).
Ignite proposals will be reviewed by three reviewers in a blind review process (please see
details of the review process below).

Open paper presentation (submission deadline 30th April 2018)
There are a number of parallel paper sessions on each conference day. These sessions comprise
three individual papers and are allocated to 90 minute slots. Speakers are asked to present for
20 minutes and allow 10 minutes for questions/discussion making each paper presentation a
maximum of 30 minutes. Please consider this when writing your proposal. For unfinished
research or research in the early stages, please consider the poster format.
The proposal should consist of a short abstract (maximum 200 words) and a long abstract
(maximum 600 words). The short abstract should be written without references, while at least
one reference should be given for the long abstract.
The proposal should be written in Times Roman 12 with 1.5 line spacing. Use bold for
headings. You will be asked to provide the name of the main presenter and co-presenters with
affiliation.
It is possible to submit several proposals; however, you can only be the main presenter for
ONE open paper during the conference. You may be co-presenter of other open papers.
Open paper proposals will be reviewed by three reviewers in a blind review process, please see
below.
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Discussion groups (submission deadline 30th April 2018)
Discussion groups can offer opportunities to continue discussions begun at a previous
conference on particular topics, or new topics can be introduced. Each discussion group will
occupy a 60 minutes slot and discussion groups will run in parallel with each other.
The proposal should consist of a short abstract (maximum 200 words) and a long abstract
(maximum 600 words). The short abstract should be written without references, while at least
one reference should be given for the long abstract. The proposal should indicate the main
organizer(s) of the discussion group and provide names with affiliation for other presenters.
Before submitting, you will be asked to confirm that all co-presenters have read and accepted
the submitted proposal.
The proposal should be written in Times Roman 12 with 1.5 line spacing. Use bold for
headings.
Discussion group proposals will be reviewed by three reviewers in a blind review process
(please see details of the review process below). In total 60 minutes are allocated for each
accepted discussion group. Please note that presentations should be kept short to allow most of
the time to be spent on discussions. Please consider this when writing your proposal.

Symposia (submission deadline 30th April 2018)
Proposals for Symposia for the 2018 AEA-Europe conference are welcomed. Each Symposium
will normally consist of three linked individual papers and will occupy a 60 minutes slot (3
papers with 10 minutes each, a discussant for 10 minutes and 20 minutes discussion with
the audience). Symposia (except for the Keynote Symposium, see below) will run in parallel
with each other.
Please note that the symposium proposal should identify a discussant in the submission.
Thus symposia submissions should include:
Ø Symposium title, convenor and discussant with their affiliations
Ø Title, author(s) and their affiliation(s) of each of the papers in the symposium (maximum
of 3 papers)
Ø 600 word overview of the symposium
Ø 200 word abstract for each of the proposed papers.
The proposal should be written in Times Roman 12 with 1.5 line spacing. Use bold for
headings.
Symposium proposals will be reviewed by three reviewers in a blind review process (please
see details of the review process below).
The top-scoring symposium will be selected for the Keynote Symposium session that will be
one of the keynote sessions at the annual conference.
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Poster proposals (submission deadline 30th April 2018)
There will be one session dedicated to poster presentations. The purpose is for the presenters
to display, briefly present and discuss their work with a visual display.
The proposal for a poster should consist of a 200 word abstract.
It is possible to submit more than one proposal; however, you will only be able to be the main
presenter for ONE poster during the conference. You are able to be a co-presenter of oher
posters.
Each poster will be given a dedicated spot in the poster area. You will be expected to attend to
present your poster during the poster session in the programme. You will be asked to give a
short 90 seconds introduction to your poster orally when the poster session opens.
The poster format/size should be A0 – this is particularly appropriate for visual displays and
work in progress. Please consider this when writing your proposal.
Poster proposals will be reviewed by three reviewers in a blind review process, please see
below.
Delegates at the conference will be asked to vote for their preferred poster. The poster with
the most votes will win The CITO Poster Award which consists of the opportunity to visit
CITO (NL), meeting other experts and getting to experience an institution deeply engaged in
assessment development and production. Further information about the poster award can be
found on the AEA-Europe website.

Review process
The review process will be managed by the Scientific Programme Committee.
Please note that we will not proofread the submissions so authors need to ensure that all
submissions have been proof-read and are error free.
All ignite presentation, open paper, discussion group, symposium and poster proposals will be
considered through a blind peer review process. Each proposal is reviewed by THREE
independent reviewers. Proposals will be judged on the scientific quality of the proposal and
how it relates to the conference theme (strongly, weakly or not at all). Proposals that are
accepted by at least two reviewers will be accepted by the Scientific Programme Committee.
In previous years, the Fellows of AEA-Europe, members of the Conference Organizing and
Scientific committees, the Local Organizing Committee, Council members and members of
AEA-Europe committees have acted as reviewers. In the past three years the number of
proposals has increased substantially, and AEA-Europe members that have participated and
presented in a large number of previous conferences may be approached and asked to act as
reviewers, in order to secure a sound review process.
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Submission
All submissions are made through EasyAcademia. Please use the link provided on the
conference website or the one below:
https://www.easyacademia.org/aea2018
The submission process has two parts:
1.

Log in to EasyAcademia using an existing account or set up a new account and log in.

If you registered for EasyAcademia for a previous conference, you should use the same
username and password to log in also for the 2018 AEA Europe submission.
Note that if you previously submitted for the 2017 AEA-Europe conference in Cyprus, you
may use the same account details.
If you have not used EasyAcademia previously, you will need to set up an account. Please
follow the instructions in Appendix B.
2.

Submit you abstract(s)

Before you submit your abstract(s) please make certain you have the necessary information for
co-authors: full name, affiliation, country of residence and email. You will need to provide a
list of keywords for your submission. The keywords will be used in the programme.
You will be asked to indicate the submission category of your proposal (pre-conference
workshop, ignite presentation, open paper, discussion group, symposium or poster).
You will, in addition, be asked to indicate a topic category: e.g. the social responsibility of
examination boards and awarding bodies, international surveys, national tests and
examinations, assessment for learning, policy, test development, equity and social justice,
psychometrics, vocational education, e-assessment, assessment cultures, other.
We will use the topic category and the short abstract to allocate reviewers to your proposal. If
more than one category fits your proposal, please select the most appropriate. If none fits,
please select ‘Other’. The few categories provided represent topic categories that typically
receive a large enough number of submissions to be reviewed by a team of reviewers. Proposals
submitted as ‘Other’ will be reviewed following the same standards and guidelines as all other
proposals.
Please use the instructions below to help you submit your abstract(s). The procedure is quite
simple and we do not anticipate many problems, but if you do need help, please contact us at
support@easyconferences.org.
If you want to submit more than one proposal, you will need to submit each individually.
Please note that EasyAcademia does not run effectively if you use Internet Explorer. We
recommend using another browser, for instance Chrome, Opera or Firefox.
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Step 1 : Submission Format

Select the format corresponding to your submission.
In case you are submitting a symposium please select “Symposium: Overview” format and
save your submission. Once saved, the symposium will be assigned with a submission code.
Next, start a new submission for each individual abstract, and use the code to unlock
“Symposium: Oral presentation” format, which will link your individual abstract to the main
symposium.
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Step 2: Submission Title
Please provide the title for your proposal.

Step 3: Short Abstract
Please provide short abstract for your proposal.
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Step 4: Keywords
Please provide a minimum of 3 keywords.

Step 5: Authors
Please input details for each author and mark them with appropriate roles. Corresponding
authors will receive updates and information regarding the submission. Authors not marked as
presenter, convenor or corresponding, will only receive an initial notification of submission.
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Step 6: Topics
Please select the most appropriate topic for your proposal. We will use the topics and the short
abstract to allocate reviewers to your proposal. If more than one topic fits your proposal, please
select the most appropriate one. If none fits, please select ‘Other’.

Step 7: Long Abstract Upload
Please upload your long abstract in PDF or Word format.
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Step 8: Attachment
If you are submitting a Workshop, the Attachment step will appear. Complete the Workshop
Application form (Sample in Appendix A) and upload it as part of your submission.

Step 9: Submit
If you are happy with the summary information, please click on Submit Now to finalize the
process, and a notification e-mail will be sent to all authors.
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APPENDIX A: Template pre-conference workshop
WORKSHOP TITLE:

Presenters:

Presenters’ Bios (500 words max per presenter):

Why AEA members should attend this workshop:

Who this Workshop is for:

Overview (500 words):

Preparation for the workshop:

Tentative Schedule
Time

Session

09.00

Coffee and registration

09.30

Welcome & introductions
Outline of the Workshop

Presenter

09.45
11.00

Break

11.30
13.00

Lunch

14.00
15.30

Break

15.45
16.30

Workshop close

-
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APPENDIX B: Set up an Account
First, you will need to set up an account. Go to www.easyacademia.org and click on the “Get
Started” button.

This link will bring up a signup page:

Follow the on-screen instructions and complete the form and click on “Create Account”.
Now, you will receive an email with the activation code. Use the link provided in the email to
verify your account.
Note:

Please check your Spam folder if you have not received the email within a few minutes.

Note: If your email appears taken, it is possible that you have signed up for EasyAcademia in

the past for another conference. In this case, you simply need to ask the system to remind you
of your password based on your email.
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